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and institutions (this is the ease with all germs, and may as

confidently be looked for as an etcetera to them as tails may

to comets), what is most important to know is not how men

and their philosophies and religions and moralities developed

into other men with other philosophies, other religions, and

other moralities, important as this may be, but how the lower

form develops  into  the higher, plants  into  animals, animals

into men, the c Vital Principle' of Hindoo Philo.-ophy into the

'Intelligence' of Greek Philosophy, the morality of Paganism

into the morality of Christianity and so on.    Now the only

section of intellectual development which, in this scn><% Mr.

Spencer  has  treated scientifically, is  the  development   from

dreams, etc., of men's primitive religious conceptions of God,

the Soul, and a Future Life, as seen in those savage rartks who

are the existing representatives of the thought and fVding of

Pro-historic Man.    But he has stopped just at the point where

they  become  of   interest  to   us,  viz,   when  these  primitive

conceptions are taken up into the thought of civilized nations,

of Hindoos, Greeks, and Europeans, and woven by them into

religions and philosophies.    Into this Mr.  Spencer nowhere

eaters, and so he has left the field of investigation of tlw

evolution of   these higher and   more interesting  stages  of

Intellectual Development, still open,

So much then for the aim, scope, and method of the present
work, and for the reasons which have made me believe that itn
execution along the lines laid down, would be both opportune
and possible. But the reader may still ask what m to be the
upshot of it all, what the result, what light, if any, w it
intended to throw on the great and complex problems* of To-
day? To which I would reply, much in every way* if I ahull
have succeeded in the enterprise. Starting out as 1 did
on this enquiry with a mind disengaged from all preconcep-
tions whatever, religious or philosophical, and with BO uotiox*
of what the outcome was likely to be, my one object being to
discover how fax* it were possible that the game of human